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Music and tech continue to merge

By CHEN NAN
chennan@chinadaily.com.cn

When Lin Qinlong joined
Pacific Audio & Viden Co,
which is based in the south-
ernmetropolis of Guangzhou,
many of his friends doubted
his move.

Tt was 1998, and rampant
piracy had hit China’s music
industry. The first State-
owned entity in this field was
suffering losses like many
other record ies in

Pacific not only survived

in the country’s
music seene earlier, but alsois
keeping up with the present.
In December, the company
will release debut albums by
four artists, who are all in
their early 20s.

“We have spent a long time
figuring a way out to gain the
market in the internet era,”
Liu said.

The internet is deciding the

tomusicand

the country back then.

But Liu dreamed of work-
ing in the company.

At its peak in the 1980s,

way |

how they pay for it, according
to the latest report of the
annual forum that is jointly
organized by the State Admin-

like Lin, are happy the online-
music business is improving
after the National Copyright
Administration asked web-
sites to remove all unautho-
rized songs last year, in a
major anti-piracy drive.

“For Chinese record com-
panies, finding new ways to
win the market has become
inevitable] Shen Lihui, CEO
of Modernsky, a Beijing-based
indie record label, said.

The: former lead voealist of
the rock band, Sober, founded
the company in 1988 to
release the band's albums but
soon realized that more busi-
ness possibilities existed. The

“This segment of business gen-
erated 15 billion yuan in 2015,
with revenues from outdoor
music festivals standing at
348 million yuan and live-
house shows at 63 million
yuan.

“Harlier, record companies
ruled. But now the business
model is one of cooperation
between record companies
and tech companies,” Zhang
Qan, a professor at the Com-
munication University said.

By offering a solo karaoke
booth phone app, the compa-
ny Changba is transforming
the landscape. The app has
been downloaded by millions

Pacific released albums for  istration of Press, Publication,

Modernsky  Music Festival

since its 2012 release.
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